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“refreshing, creative, insightful . . . ‘prophetic’” 
—From the Foreword by Jim Wallis

“When it comes to matters of faith that keep believers awake at night, trigger conflict among best friends, 
or simply pique our own curiosity, Adam Hamilton seems to read our collective minds. Written with a 
pastor’s heart and an articulate theologian’s mind, Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White offers a 
‘third way’ that joins vital piety with social holiness. It unites scripture with tradition, reason, and 
experience. Even when we cannot agree on common ground, Seeing Gray reminds us that we stand 
together on higher ground. This is a book for thinking Christians.”

—Janice Riggle Huie, President, Council of Bishops and Resident Bishop, Houston Area, 
The United Methodist Church

“Adam Hamilton is a thoughtful man whose writings will stretch your mind and heart.”

—Bill Hybels, Senior Pastor, Willow Creek Community Church and Chairman of the Board, 
Willow Creek Association

“A wise book from an innovative leader, thoughtful pastor, and insightful interpreter of religion, morality, 
and politics. Read and discuss with strangers, friends, and enemies, for the sake of us all.”

—L. Gregory Jones, Dean of Duke Divinity School 

“When you list the best-known names in American Christianity—Billy Graham, Bill Hybels, Rick Warren,
Max Lucado, Jim Wallis, and others—you probably don’t yet think of Adam Hamilton. But you should, 
and I believe you will in the future. He combines a deep theological mind with an accessible, effective 
communicative style, growing from the platform of a truly innovative and exemplary church. I pay 
attention to everything he writes, and I hope his influence will expand dramatically with this new book.” 

—Brian McLaren, Author/Activist, brianmclaren.net

“When a book like this one comes along at odds with formulaic Left/Right positions and with both liberal 
and conservative pieties, savor it conservatively and share it liberally.”

—Leonard Sweet, Drew University, George Fox University, www.sermons.com

Adam Hamilton is pastor of the 14,000-member United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood, Kansas, one of the country’s most dynamic and distinctive congregations. He is the author 
of several books, including Confronting the Controversies: Biblical Perspectives on Tough Issues, also 
published by Abingdon Press.
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Introduction 

The truth is, most Christians find themselves somewhere in 
between these two extremes. Most evangelicals found Falwell too 
conservative long before his comments following 9/11 that the 
ACLU, abortionists, and gays and lesbians had to "take a lot of 
the blame for this" (a statement he retracted a day later with 
an apology). Most liberals are unwilling to follow Spong as he 
discards nearly all of the historic doctrines of the Christian faith. 
These two men represented a kind of black-and-white world, 
Falwell's yin to Spong's yang. Falwell's kind of Christianity 
emerged as a reaction to late nineteenth-century modernism. 
Spong's liberalism was a reaction to Falwell's kind of late twentieth
century fundamentalism. 

The history of ideas and movements within Christianity has 
often been reactive, like the 
swinging of a pendulum. Using fond111ntali11 •• seun
the language of Newton's Third 
Law of Motion, major move
ments within Chrisitanity have as IH" and 

too often reflected the fact that 
reactilB to "modernism',_ "for every action there is an 

equal and opposite reaction." 
The Reformation was a reac
tion to Catholicism's shortcom
ings in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries. Yet in its 
more radical expressions the 
pendulum swung too far, mak
ing claims and pursuing prac
tices that, in essence, threw the 
proverbial baby out with the 
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bathwater. Likewise fundamentalism might be seen as an "equal 
and opposite" reaction to "modernism"-a pendulum that swung 
as far to the right as modernism or liberalism at its most radical 
had swung to the left. 

Falwell and Spong represent the poles or extremes of the last 
quarter century. The extremes have clear views on every subject, 
and those views are black and white enough to enable one to 
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